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9. It is, I hope, quite unnecessary for me
to say that in these remarks I am and can
be actuated by no feeling of indisposition
towards those principles of Responsible
Government which have had full play else-
where on the Australian Continent, and
have reproduced the free institutions of
the Mother Country in no unworthy form.
Those institutions are the proper and de-
sirable end to which the colony tends, at
which it must in time arrive, and towards
which all those, whether there or at home,
who are concerned in the administration
of its affairs, ought to direct their
measures. This question is, in my
opinion, merely one of time; and as soon
as it can be shown that by population,
revenue, and the other conditions of self
government, the colony is qualified for the
change, no one will welcome that change
more cordially than myself. But, on a calm
review of its present circumstances and
conditions, I cannot but question whether
this great alteration is not somewhat
premature, and I feel it my duty, though
not a grateful one to me personally, to
withhold any hasty consent, and to inter-
pose at least such prudent delays as will
secure a full and dispassionate consider-
ation of a decision which is fraught with
such important consequences to the
Colony.

I have, &c.,
CARNARVON.

PHILADELPHIA EXHIBITION.
Message from the Governor-No. 2.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
the following Message from His Excellency the
Governor-

WILLIAM C.F. ROBINSON,
Governor.

The Governor recommends to the
favourable consideration of The
Honorable The Legislative Council a copy
of a letter, with enclosures, received from
the Victorian Commissioners for the
Philadelphia Exhibition of 1876, inviting
this Colony to take part in the Exhibition
which it is proposed shall be held in
Melbourne in the month of August next.

Government House, Perth, 22nd
January, 1875.

The Council adjourned at 7.40 p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Monday 25th January, 1875.

Swearing in of Mesaber-Aent to Billa-Coolie Labor-Re.
r naile Goernment Dpatenh from Secret. r of
tate-Philadelphia Exhibition-Committe. for Coolie

imnigration

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 7 p.m.
PRAYERS.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.
The SPEAKER administered the Oath of

Allegiance to Mr. George Handell, the newly
elected member for Perth.

ASSENT TO HILLS.
Message from the Governor.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
the following Message from His Excellency the
Governor:-

The Governor; on the twenty seventh
day of November, in the year of Our Lord,
1874, and in the 38th year of Her Maj-
esty's reign, was pleased, in the name and
on behalf of the Queen, to assent to the
following Acts, that is to say:-

"An Act to control Recruiting in
Western Australia for the service
of Foreign States."

"An Act to appropriate the sum of
One Hundred and Fifty-two
Thousand One Hundred and Six-
teen Pounds Eight Shillings and
Tw'opence out of the Revenue of
the Colony for the Service of the
year One thousand eight hundred
and seventy-five."

"An Act for the Incorporation of the
Standing Committee of the Di-
ocesan Synod of Perth as
Trustees of the Branch of the
Church of England in Western
Australia."

COOLIE LABOR.
Mr. MARMION, in accordance with notice,

moved that the introduction of Chinese
Coolies asked for by the Rockingham
Jarrahdale Timber Company, Limited, be
undertaken by the committee named by this
Honorable Council, and that such committee
regulate the term and conditions under which
such introduction shall take place, and nego-
tiate the arrangements with the manager of the
company.

Mr. BICKLEY moved, as an amendment,
that the Proposition cannot be complied with.
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Mr. PADEURY, one of the committee re-
(erred to, said that only 36 applications for
coolies had been received from settlers, who, in
each case, had deposited a sum of £2 per head,
according to the conditions upon which the
grant was voted by the Council. These appli-
cations had been sent to Singapore. There was
fully £600 of the grant yet available, and he
would support the proposition made by the
company.

Amendment not agreed to.

Question put and passed.

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT.
Despatch from the Secretary of State.

Mr. STEERE, in moving in accordance with
notice that the House do then take into con-
sideration the Despatch from the Secretary of
State relating to Responsible Government,
presented to the Council on the previous
Friday evening, with His Excellency's Message.
said:-Sir, at a recent session of this Council,
it will be in the recollection of hon. members, a
Bill providing for the establishment of Respon-
sible Government in this colony was, with the
exception of one dissentient, unanimously
adopted by this House. and His Excellency
Governor Weld intimated to the Council that
he would recommend that Her Majesty's as-
sent be given to the measure. The Bill in due
time was forwarded home, and a very general
opinion prevailed throughout the colony that it
would be assented to by the Imperial Govern-
ment, and that a system of ministerial re-
sponsibility would, with the least possible de-
lay, be established in this as in the other
Australian colonies- It must, therefore, have
been with a feeling of great surprise, and cer-
tainly of regret, that hon. members of this
House read the despatch of Her Majesty's Sec-
retary of State, presented to this Council on
Friday evening. The remarkable moderation of
feeling preserved on the occasion, and the exer-
cise of forbearance displayed, while it spoke
favorably of the loyalty of the members of this
House, was by no means to be accepted as
indicative that the feeling in favor of Respon-
sible Government had in any way moderated
since the introduction and passing of the Bill
to establish that system. On the contrary, I am
of opinion that the conclusion then arrived at
with such remarkable unanimity was the result
of a Cull and unalterable belief that the change
contemplated was one that would be beneficial
to the best interests of the colony and of its
inhabitants. (Cheers.) I myself still entertain
that belief as firmly as ever, and I think almost
every hon. member in this House is in accord
with me on this point. (Hear, hear.) Sir, after a

calm, deliberate and dispassionate consider-
ation of the noble lord's despatch, I must con-
fess that I find nothing in it calculated to in-
duce me to alter my opinion; nor do I think it
contains any argument likely to cause any
change in the minds of those hon. members
who, like myself, are of opinion that the time
has arrived when this colony should assume
the administration of its own public affairs,
(Cheers.) It has been reported that the noble
lord arrived at the views set forth in the de-
spatch before the House consequent upon rep-
resentations-or, more properly speaking, mis-
representations-of persons residing in the
Mother Country who style themselves friends
of the colony. If so, all I have to say is, the
colony has good reason to exclaim "Save me
from my friends!" (Cheers.) No doubt some
such misrepresentations, some extraneous in-
fluence, must have been brought to bear on the
noble lord, or he would not otherwise have set
at nought the unanimously-expressed wish of
this House- Be that as it may, Her Majesty's
Secretary of State having issued such instruc-
tions to Governor Robinson as must preclude
His Excellency from taking any measures
towards the establishment of Responsible
Government in this colony, it becomes the
duty of those hon. members who, like myself,
are in favor of the immediate adoption of that
system, to consider the most desirable and ex-
pedient steps to be taken to bring about the
consummation of our wishes, and to carry out
the expressed desire of our constituents. In my
opinion, this end can be best attained by hon.
members giving their adherence to the series of
resolutions which I am about to move, and
which have already been placed in their hands.
It may be said that this Council can, if it so
desires, run contrary to the wishes of the Sec-
retary of State as embodied in the despatch
under consideration, it being within its power,
as the popular assembly, to introduce and pass
any measure to amend or extend the present
Constitution. But, sir, I should be sorry to se
such a course pursued, nor do I think it at all
likely that it will be, seeing that it ever has
been the desire of this House to conduct its
proceedings in accord with the views of Her
Majesty's Government. (Cheers.) Lord
Carnarvon in his despatch directs Governor
Robinson to make himself acquainted with the
wishes of the people of this colony relating to
the proposed constitutional change. Now, 1, for
one, should like to know how this is to be done,
by any constitutional means other than by an
appeal to the country at a general election.
This has already been done, and there could be
no doubt that the verdict of the aggregate
constituencies-and that verdict was in favor
of the proposed change-was substantially the
judgment of the people at large. (Cheers.)
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There came no uncertain sound from the elec-
toral bodies on that occasion, and the decision
of the elections was accepted on all bands as
substantially the decision of the country. What
more then can be required? The noble lord
goes on further to say that, pranting there
exists among the various constituencies a gen-
eral concurrence of opinion in favor of Respon-
sible Government, it would be very desirable to
ascertain whether such concurrence of opinion
has been arrived at with a fll understanding of
the cas. I myself am not going to deny that,
when the subject was first mooted, a great deal
of ignorance did prevail with regard to it; but
since then the question has been thoroughly
ventilated;, that inguorance has been entirely
dispelled; and I have no hesitation in affirming
that at the present moment there exists in the
minds of the people of this colony a very clear
apprehension of the subject. I don't meant to
say that they thoroughly understand all the de-
tails of the measure upon which an appeal has
been made to the country, any more than did
the electors of England understand the details
of the Irish Land Bill, or the Irish Church Bill;
when those measures were under consider-
ation. The main principles of Responsible
Government are, however, understood by the
electors of this colony, and it was with a clear
apprehension of those principles that the vari-
ous constituencies at the recent general elec-
tion returned members pledged to support the
immediate introduction of a system of self-
government. The country having thus been ap-
pealed to, and unmistakeably given its verdict
in favor of the constitutional change involved
in the adoption of a system of ministerial re-
sponsibility, and that verdict being in fair uni-
son with the judgment of the community, what
necessity can there be for any further steps
being taken to find out public feeling with re-
gard to the question? From one of the
resolutions which I am about to submit for the
affirmation of the House it will be seen that
exception is taken to the third paragraph in
Lord Carnarvon's despatch, with reference to
the course pursued by the late Governor, Mr.
Weld, in relation to the introduction of Re-
sponsible Government. The adoption of that
system was never urged upon this Council, or
the colony, either publicly or privately, by Mr.
Weld. I have often had conversations with His
Excellency on the subject, but he never
expressed himself in favor of its speedy or
hasty introduction here. "It is a question," His
Excellency always said, "which you must ap-
proach with caution, and the change should
not be adopted without giving the question, in
all ita phases, a calm, deliberate, and dis-
passionate consideration." These were the
sentiments entertained by Mr. Weld relating to

the introduction of a system of self-govern-
ment. It was quite true that when, by a
unanimous resolution of this House, His Ex-
cellency wvas desired to bring in a Bill to estab-
lih such a system, he did so, and further
intimated by Message that, in compliance with
a request of the Council, he would recommend
that Her Majesty's assent be given to it. That,
however, was a very different thing to urging
the matter on the colony, which Mr. Weld un-
doubtedly never did. (Hear, bear.) When our
present form of Government was introduced, it
was looked upon as a stepping-stone to a
system of ministerial responsibility, and
viewed in no other light It was the same in the
neighboring colonies, who were not long in
discarding it and embracing a system more
congenial to the tastes and feelings of
Englishmen. (Hear, hear.) There is one argu-
ment made use of-and I think it is the most
serious question for consideration in dealing
with this subject-by the opponents of the
contemplated change; namely, that we have
not among our limited population, people of
the requisite stamp, possessed of sufficient
leisure and ability, and of independent income,
to enable them to perform their parliamentary
duties under a system of self-government, I do
not believe such to be the case, and it is a libel
upon the colonists to make such an assertion.
The Government of this country, in its present
rudimentary condition, need not, under any
constitutional system, be very complex. We do
not require the cumbrous and expensive
governmental machinery of our more advanced
neighbors. In my opinion, any man, or body or
men, of independence and honesty, endowed
with ordinary capacity, would be able to con-
duct the administration of the affairs of this
colony at present, and for some years to come.
Of such men, we have no lack. Were it proved
Otherwise, and that there really was an ab-
sence, or a paucity, of fit men for the purpose
then I would admit it was a strong argument
against the proposed change. (Hear, hear.)
Lord Carnorvon acknowledges that the ques-
tion is only a question of time, and the op-
ponents of the measure do the same. I should
like to know when in their opinion the time
will come when the steps may be taken. I can-
not conceive that a more opportune time than
the present will ever occur in the history of the
colony. There is no greater question of public
interest before the country; party feeling, if it
ever existed, is allayed; the colony is prosper-
ous;, and the colonists themselves are better
prepared than they have ever been before to
undertake the duties and the responsibilities of
self-government. (Hear, hear.) It is quite true
there is not a unanimous feeling in favor of the
change. There never will be. Not long ago the
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opponents of Responsible Government were
numerous and influential; but a change in the
feelings of the colonists has taken place, and
the anti-progressionists have dwindled down to
not very formidable, if respectable, minority.
This minority will, no doubt, become gradually
less; yet we must not accept that it will ever
cease to exist, for in every community, in every
age, there always has been, and always will be,
a section opposed to changes of any descrip-
tion. In England they would be the conserva-
tive party, but an English conservative
would-Lord Carnarvon would-were he
transferred to a colony like this, in all
probability, become an advocate for progress:
he would naturally desire that his new home
should, as far as practicable, and as early as
possible, possess institutions similar to the
country from whence he emigrated. (Cheers.)
It is, indeed, barely possible to conceive any
genuine admirer of his country's political insti-
tutions being opposed to the inauguration of a
similar system in the colony of his adoption,
when that colony became qualified for such a
system, as this colony undoubtedly is qualified
for the adoption of the change which we desire
to swe brought about. (Cheers.) There is
another argument which may justly be urged in
favor of that change. There is no doubt what-
ever that the inhabitants of this colony-the
only one among the Australian sisterhood not
possessed of Responsible Government-are
looked down upon as unfit to be trusted with
those privileges which have been elsewhere ac-
corded to their fellow-countrymen; and the
consequent result is, that the working classes
of more favored colonies politically, no matter
what material inducement may here offer, will
not settle in this colony, and be deprived of the
exercisei of those constitutional rights and
privileges which are the heritage of every
Englishman. (Cheers.) Another argument that
may be adduced in favor of self-government is
the delay caused in submitting matters, of
grave and immediate importance, for the con-
sideration and decision of the Secretary of
State, and the time consumed in explanations
necessary to enable him to arrive at a decision.
Take for instance this very question of a
breakwater at Fremantle, reported upon by
Mr. Wardell, whose report has just been
presented to the Council. Instead of our being
able to dispose of the question, one way or
other, without delay, months must elapse be-
fore the proposition embodied in the report
can be submitted for the decision of the Sec-
mtary of State, and heaven only knows how
many despatches will have to be written before
that official will be prepared to direct what is
right and proper to be done in the matter.
Years will probably elapse before any definite
conclusion will be arrived at, and a decision

made; whereas, under Responsible Govern-
ment, the question might be disposed of in a
few weeks. This is only an example of the ex-
isting unsatisfactory condition of affairs. (Hear,
bear.) One serious evil I think must inevit-
ably result from our remaining any longer
under the present form of Government, and
that is the difficulty that will arise, under this
hybrid system, of finding good men and true to
come forward to take a part in the proceedings
of this Council. I have heard some of our best
members assert that they are tired of leaving
their business to take care of itself while their
time is taken up in a legislative assembly where
they find they are of no use, whatever. That, I
believe, is a feeling that permeates the breast
of nearly every elected member of this House. I
know, at any rate, it is my own feeling. The
result is not difficult to prognosticate. It has
been asserted that an effort has been mate on
the part of the advocates of Responsible
Government to push forward the change with
undue haste. I must take objection to such an
assertion, which is utterly without foundation.
Ever since the introduction of Representative
Government, the question of the contemplated
change has been in the mind of every reflective
man in the community, for it was well known
that the existing form of Government must
inevitably, sooner or later, lead to the assump-
tion of a system of responsibility, and that fact
has never been lost sight of. It has even been
said that I myself have endeavored to push
forward the question now under consideration,
or, at any rate, that other people behind the
scenes have been influencing me to do so- I
flatly deny the assertion. For some years I have
been firmly convinced in my own mind that
the change would be one that would be ben-
eficial to the interests of the colony and its
inhabitants; but this view was not entertained
by the constituency which I have had the
honor for many years to serve in this Council,
and I felt myself debarred from taking any ac-
tion in the matter. The views of my
constituents, however, having undergone a
change, and being now in accord with my own,
I am now at liberty, speaking in their name,
and acting on their behalf, to advocate the
change which is contemplated in the
resolutions I have now the honor of submitting
for the affirmation of this honorable House
(cheers):-Thst this House do take into con-
sideration the Dlespatch from the Secretary of
State relating to Responsible Government,
presented to the Council with His Excellency's
Message No. 1, and moved the following
Resolutions:-

1.-That the Members of this Council
have read and respectfully considered the
Despatch of the Right Honorable Her
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Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colon-
ies, dated No. 64, of 18th November, 1874,
transmitted to this Honorable House by
message from His Excellency Governor
Robinson, C.M.G., dated 22nd instant.

2.-They fully recognize that the receipt
of this Despatch must (irrespective of any
opinions for or against the matter at issue
that may personally be held by His Excel-
lency) preclude His Excellency from pro-
ceeding with or introducing any measure!
for the inauguration of' Responsible
Government,. till further reference be
made to the Secretary of State.

3.-The Council are fully aware, that it
is in their power to introduce and pass a
measure to amend or to extend the present
Constitution, subject, of course, to Her
Majesty's approval; but they refrain from
doing so, because it is now, as it ever has
been, their desire to conduct their pro-
ceedings in accord and not at variance
with the views of Her Majesty's Govern-
ment.

4.-They would, however, ill fulfill the
pledges they have made, and the votes
they have recorded, and they would, more-
over, feel how little worthy they would be
'to occupy their respective positions, if
they, specially elected after a dissolution
on the question of Responsible Govern-
menit, did not fully and emphatically bring
under the consideration of Her Majesty's
Government, their adherence to the views
they have advocated, their reasons for ar-
riving at these views, and, at the same
time, representing, as they fully believe
they do, the opinions of a large majority of
the people, urge upon the Secretary of
State to recommend Her Majesty to sanc-
tion the amended Constitution they have
sought.

5.-It is only due to the late Governor,
Mr. Weld, to say, that the question of Re-
sponsible Government was never urged by
him on the people of this Colony, or on the
members of this Council. He ever advised
caution in the consideration of this mo-
mentous question, which emanated from
the colonists alone, and not from the
Governor or the members of the Govern-
ment.

6.-At the time when the present modi-
fied form of Representative Government
was introduced, His Excellency Governor
Weld fairly warned the colonists that it
was the first step towards a system of
Ministerial Responsibility, and that, day
by day, they would realise the necessity for

work, for self-reliance and self-
sacrifice,-principles on which they are
fully prepared to act.

7.-The Members of this Council, from
the date when the present Constitution
was inaugurated in 1870, have steadily
looked forward to the time when the col-
onists would be permitted to assume full
power in the regulation and management
of their local transactions; they have, as it
were, been educating to this end; and, fully
alive to the importance of the change they
seek, they have sought it with a deep sense
of the responsibility devolving on them,
and in the full belief that the change is one
that will be beneficial to the interests of
the Colony and its inhabitants.

8.-While fully aware that the opinions
so ably expressed in Lord Carnarvon's De-
spatch are such as would naturally be
formed by members of a large community
looking upon the population of a small
Colony as that of a country village, this
Council ventures' to express somewhat
confidently an opinion that, small as is the
population of Western Australia, there are
in it, in proportion to the numbers of that
population, as many men who, by
education and social standing, are capable
of, willing, and prepared to take an active
part in public life, as can be found in any
similar number of people in any one of the
Australasian Colonies.

9.-It is recognized by Lord Carnarvon
that the introduction of Responsible
Government is the proper and desirable
end to which the Colony tends, and to
which it must come; and this Council sub-
mits, with respect, that it is far better that
Responsible Government should be
introduced at a time when the public busi-
ness of the Colony is small, and requires
no very great amount of talent to carry it
on, when there is no difference of opinion
between the Government and the people,
when no spirit of disaffection exists, and
when there are, notably, men of different
opinions ready to assume office, than at a
time when, as in all probability may
shortly be the case, changes may occur
which may cause the introduction of a dif-
ferent class of population, who may not be
so easily governed, when causes of disaf-
fection may arise, when a change of Con-
stitution may be literally forced on the
country, and power be possibly placed in
unworthy hands.

1.-It may fairly be assumed that men
who have made Western Australia their
home, who have invested their all in the
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Colony, and who have no intention to
leave it, are not likely to rush into so im-
portant and momentous a change as that
of Ministerial Government without due
consideration of the results; and yet there
are many such who are fully prepared to
advocate the change, and fully sensible of
its importance, its advantages, and its dis-
advantages.

I I-It would be folly to allow that the
feeling in favor of Responsible Govern-
ment is unanimous. There is undoubtedly
a minority, and a strong minority, in favor
of the retention, for a time only, of the
present Constitution; but that minority is
not, however, stronger than has been the
case in other Colonies where the change of
Constitution has been granted, and it is,
for the most part, composed of those who
objected to the change from the absolute
rule of a Governor to the present form of
Government, and who, as a rule, object to
change of any kind.

12.-Standing alone, as this Colony
does, among the Australasian Group, as
the only Colony not possessing Respon-
sible Government, its inhabitants are
looked down upon as unfit to be trusted
with those privileges which have been else-
where accorded to their fellow
countrymen; and the consequent result is,
that the working classes of the Eastern
Colonies, no matter what inducements
may here offer, will not settle in Western
Australia and lose those privileges which
they prize and must in such case give up.
No matter what public works may be
undertaken, or what terms may be offered,
it is found impracticable to induce
laborers in any number to come to West-
ern Australia, even temporarily; and the
few who have been induced to come have
left, satisfied with their prospects in re-
gard to work and remuneration, but dis-
satisfied at the absence of those insti-
tutions to which they have been elsewhere
accustomed.

13.-The Colony, under its present
Constitution, can, in the opinion of this
Council, never hope to hold its own or
compete with the other Australian Colon-
is, whose prosperity dates from the intro-
dluction of Responsible Government; but,
placed on an equal footing with its
neighbors, open to the capital and
enterprise of those whose attention is now
turned in its direction, and freed from the
trammels with which it is now bound, it
will, in their opinion, progress in a for
more rapid manner than it has hitherto
done, and shortly become, not merely in

name but de facto, no unworthy Member
of the Australasian Group.

14.-The delay caused in submitting
matters for the consideration and decision
of the Secretary of State, the time that is
consumed in explanations necessary to en-
able him to arrive at a decision, are simply
delays that are ruinous to the interests of
the Colony. A question arises, let it be
assumed, of some public work, in one of
the Eastern Colonies: its consideration is
that of a few days, and a decision is
arrived at; the proposer gets his answer,
and the matter is ended; he commences
his work or turns his attention to some-
thing else- A similar question arises in
Western Australia: some one offers to
undertake a certain work on terms which
he defines; the Governor or the Legislative
Council, or perhaps both, advocate the
acceptance of the offer correspondence
ensues with Downing Street; Her Maj-
esty's Secretary of State wisely declines to
express an opinion or to exercise responsi-
bility till he is satisfied on all points; a
year passes by before a decision is arrived
at; when the decision comes, it is either
too late, because he who offered could not
afford to wait, or the decision is coupled
with such restrictions that he declines to
carry out his offer, and he leaves
dissatisfied, and advises all his friends to
keep away from a Colony where
proceedings are conducted in so
unsatisfactory a manner.

15.-It is the opinion of this Council,
while fully concurring in Lord Carnarvon's
views as to the limited and scattered
nature of the known tracts of good land in
this Colony, that there is ample scope for
the alienation of large blocks of land which
would be eagerly taken in payment (or
public works, and which would necessarily
in such case be utilised, while, with the
present sparse population, there is little
prospect of their early occupation. A
prompt and judicious exercise of local
authority in the disposition of Crown
Lands would, in the opinion of the Coun-
cil, under an extended Constitution,
greatly facilitate the progress of the Col-
ony.

16-The question of the supervision of
Imperial convicts now serving their sen-
tences in this Colony is gradually as-
sumning such small proportions that it is
thought there can be little difficulty in ar-
riving at some decision, satisfactory alike
to the Mother Country and the Colony.
This Council is not prepared to believe,
looking to the liberal treatment that the
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Colony baa lately received in regard to
convict matters, that any difficulty will
ariae on this head.

17.-And in regard to the grants in aid
of the expense incurred by the Colony for
Police and other services, in consideration
of the number of convicta who (having
completed their sentences) are now at
large in the Colony. this Council is aware
that a proposition on this subject, made by
the late Governor in accordance with in-
structions from the Secretary of State, and
based, as this Council believes, on prin-
ciples just to Her Majesty's Government
and the people of this Colony, has already
been forwarded for consideration.
Whether this proposition be acceded to or
no, this Council is quite prepared
favorably to consider any amendment that
may be proposed by Her Majesty's
Government, in full faith that a Colony
which has, at all events, been of some ser-
vice to the Mother Country. end which
voluntarily comes forward and expresses
its loyalty to the Queen and its desire to
relieve the Imperial Government from any
further cost for its local purposes, is not
likely to be met in any other than the same
liberal spirit which has hitherto actuated
the feelings of Her Majesty's Government
towards it

18.-This Council has not failed to con-
sider the increased expense necessary to
be incurred in carrying out the more
complex form of Government it seeks:
that question is one that has fully occu-
pied their attention. That some expense
will be needed is palpable; but, in so small
a Colony, the probable changes would, at
first, be such as the present revenue will be
fully able to meet, without damaging the
interests of any part of the public service.
They are prepared to provide such funds
as may be necessary for the purpose, and,
at the same time, to assure to Her Majesty
such a Civil List as may be necessary for
the due maintenance of the public service.

19.-In requesting the Governor to
transmit for the consideration of Lord
Carnarvon the foregoing remarks that
have with all due respect been made on
His Lordship's Despatch, this Council de-
sires to point out that, in their opinion,
delay in the inauguration of the form of
Government sought, is simply delay in the
progress of the Colony, and that, even
allowing that the views of this Council
may have sufficient weight with His Lord-
ship to induce a modification of his views
and a recommendation to Her Majesty to
accede to the wishes of the Colonists, it is

obvious that the delay which has occurred
through the correspondence between His
lordship and the Governor of the Colony
must, consequent on the formalities to be
observed in England subsequent to the
passing of a Bill in this Colony, retard the
inauguration of any change for at least a
year later than was here anticipated.

2.-In submitting these resolutions to
His Excellency the Governor, with a view
to their transmission to Her Majesty's
Secretary of State for the Colonies, this
Council desires to express its devotion to
Her Majesty the Queen and those free in-
stitutions of the Mother Country to which
it ventures to aspire.

Mr. CR0OWTHER, in seconding the
resolutions, said he was conscious there was
not one hon. member present upon whom any
observations he might make would produce the
slightest effect in regard to the question before
the House. Hon. members had made up their
minds how they would vote-at all events he
had-and nothing he could say would be likely
to influence them one way or the other. No
doubt the sentiments entertained by the min-
ority with reference to the question of the in-
troduction of Responsible Government were
honest sentiments, and he freely confessed his
belief that they were actuated by no other de-
sire than to promote the best interests of the
colony, and for that reason alone their
opinions were entitled to respect. (Hear, hear.)
But, when they contended that the colony was
unfit to undertake the responsibilities of self-
government, he really did think they were
underrating their abilities and the abilities of
their friends. Allusion had been made to the
action taken by His Excellency Governor Weld
in relation to this question. Now, it was a well-
known fact that neither Mr. Weld, nor his
Ministers, either directly or indirectly, ever
urged the adoption of Responsible Govern-
ment upon the people of this colony, and it was
not until the representatives of the people,
with one accord, requested His Excellency to
cause a Bill for that purpose to be introduced,
and, with remarkable unanimity, affirmed the
principles of that Bill, that His Excellency
intimated that, in accordance with the
expressed wish of the House, he would
recommend that Her Majesty's assent be given
to it, so that the system of ministerial re-
sponsibility might be with the least possible
delay established in this as in the other
Australian colonies. His Excellency could
hardly have done otherwise, seeing that the
conclusion of this House on the question had
been arrived at with a singular unanimity, and
that the proceedings which had led to it had
been characterised, as His Excellency truly
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remrked in his despatch, by a 'marked mod-
eration of tone, and total absence of party feel-
ing." When, having caused the Bill to be
introduced, Mr. Weld discovered that hon.
members were not entirely in accord on its
principles, His Excellency adopted the only
course open for him:-he dissolved the Council
and appealed to the country. What was the
result of that appeal? The sme hon. members
who had expressed their intention to support
the introduction of Responsible Government
were again returned by the same
constituencies, and returned pledged to vote in
favor of the contemplated constitutional
change. 1ll, indeed, would they fulfil those
pledges, and unworthy indeed would they he to
occupy their respective positions as represen-
tativesi of the people did they not, as it was
intended to do by means of the resolution be-
fore the House, emphatically bring before the
consideration of Her Majesty's Secretary of
State their adherence to the views they had
advocated, and their reasons for arriving at
those conclusions. (Hear, hear.) One of the
stock arguments of the opponents of the
proposed change against its introduction was
that the colony did not possess men of edu-
cation, means, and inclination to carry on a
system of ministerial government. He joined
issue with them on this point. He meant to
assert that we had an ample number of such
men-men of ordinary ability, integrity, intel-
ligence, and means. Men were now to be found
who, under the existing form of government-
which had, and not inaptly, been described as a
farce,-left their business in order to attend
the deliberations of the Council: how much
more willingly and cheerfully would they come
forward under a system which would give them
a real voice in the government of the country?
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. BROWN said he was one of the
",respectable minority" referred to by the hon.
member for Wellington, as being opposed
to the assumption of Responsible Government,
and he did most strongly oppose its immediate
adoption. In a minority though he might be. he
found one crumb of comfort in what had fallen
from the lips of the hon. member who had last
spoken, who frankly acknowledged that those
who were opposed to the change had arrived at
their conclusions uninfluenced by any other
than honest and patriotic motives, and for that
reason their opinions were as entitled to re-
spect as those of the majority. (Hear, hear.)
With regard to the question of whether or not
we had men fit to carry on a system of party
government, he did not for a moment mean to
say that there was an absence of such men;
what he contended was that there was a
paucity of such men, we had them not in suf-

ficient numbers. It must be borne in mind
that,-unlike under the present form of
government, wvhen a comparatively insignifi-
cant portion of the work of legislation devolved
upon the elected representatives of the
people-under a system of self-government
the whole burthen of legislation would fall on
their shoulders, and this would necessitate a
greater command of representative men of
ability and independence, of leisure and of
means, than are required under the existing
Constitution. Of such men he fearlessly
asserted the colony had not a sufficient num-
ber to carry on, effectively, a system of self-
government with ministerial responsibility. It
was a well known fact that considerable diffi-
culty had been experienced in obtaining rep-
resentatives under the present form; many
constituencies had reason to complain of the
paucity of candidates, and, in the majority of
instances, the electors had no choice offered to
them, but that of Hobson's. Now, instead of
Responsible Government as obtaining here be-
ing a "farce", so far as the elected members
were concerned, the elected members had all
the plums in the legislative pudding; they had
the power in their own hands without the
weight of the labor being on their shoulders.
With a command of two-thirds of the votes of
the House, they could place an insuperable ob-
stacle to the passing of any measure which,
in their opinion, would be detrimental to
the interests of the colony, and, by their
united efforts, could pass any measure which
they believed would prove beneficial to the
country. True, the Governor had the right to
veto such a Bill, and in a rudimentary colony
like this, possessing so few men of political
training or official experience, it was well that
we had the intervening power of the Imperial
Government to prevent us rushing madly into
measures which we would subsequently have
cause to regret. As a proof that we cannot yet
lay claim to the possession of men with the
necessary ability to carry on the government of
this colony, he need only point to the third of
the series of resolutions before the House,
where the framers of those resolutions, while
alleging that the Council is fully aware that it is
in their power to introduce and pass a measure
to amend or extend the present Constitution,
yet refrain from doing so- They contended that
the salvation of the colony depended on the
Constitution being amended, that they have
the country in accord with them in this view of
the matter, that they were returned into Coun-
cil pledged to carry out that view, that they
have the power to do so, and yet they shirked
their duty. (Hear, hear.) The Government, in
the face of the despatch of the Secretary of
State, were of course precluded from taking
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any active part in introducing a measure to
carry out those views, and yet the elected
members, pledged as the majority of them were
to support such a measure, refrained from
bringing it forward. He might here state, par-
enthetically, that he had been informed that it
was the intention of the official and nominee
members to support the resolutions before the
House; in doing so it appeared to him they
would be going directly at variance with the
expressed wish of Her Majesty's Secretary of
State. It was a course which he thought the
Government of the colony would not be at all
justified in adopting. (Hear, hear.) The
resolutionists say they fully recognise that the
receipt of the noble lord's despatch must,-
irrespective of any opinions for or against the
matter at issue that may personally be held by
His Excellency Governor Robinson-preclude
him from proceeding with or introducing any
measure for the inauguration of Responsible
Government till further reference to the Sec-
retary of State, and capital was thus sought to
be made out of that by reference to His Excel-
lency's private views. What on earth had they
to do with the Governor's personal views?
They must be guided by his official views; and
it was derogatory to the dignity of that
honorable Council to endeavor to make capital
out of His Excellency's personal views, and un-
fair to presume, or infer, that his personal
views were in opposition to his official views,
or instructions. With regard to the late
Governor's action in connection with the ques-
tion of Responsible Government, to which al-
lusion had been made by previous speakers,
and which was canvassed in Lord Carnarvon's
despatch, he (Mr Brown) firmly believed that,
up to the time the representatives of the people
requested the Government to introduce a Bill
to establish a system of responsibility, Mr.
Weld took no part whatever in the matter. His
Excellency took a thoroughly impartial stand,
on that question. Nor was he (Mr. Brown)
aware that any member of the Government
had taken any part whatever in causing the
introduction of the Constitution Bill; but of
this he was cognizant-from the moment that
Bill was brought forward by the Government it
had very evidently been perceived by the
people that it had the cordial support of the
Government, and this fact, of itself, had had
great weight throughout the colony in bringing
round some persons to vote for Responsible
Government who otherwise would not have
done so. He was perfectly satisfied, in his own
mind, that a very large proportion of the ele-
tors of this colony were in favor of the continu-
ance of the existing Constitution. (Cries of
"No, no," and signs of disapprobation among
the auditors in the strangers' gallery, which

were instantly repressed.) As stated in the
counter-resolutions which he was about to pro-
pose, as an amendment, the result of elections
in this colony could not be regarded as a con-
clusive test of the feelings of the electors upon
politicsl questions. One of the reasons which
rendered people so satisfied with the existing
Iform of government, was, that under it, during
the past five years the colony had progressed
and prospered at an unprecedented rate; and it
was asked, and with reason, what measure
calculated to prove beneficial to the colony,
what public works of importance and necess-
ity, had the Imperial Government ever refused
to massnt to? None! In dealing with the ques-
tion of the adoption of self-government, the
increased administrative expenditure resulting
from the more complex Constitution must not
be lost sight of. What that increase would
really amount to, no one probably could at
present foresee. There was a great divergence
of opinion on this very point, and the sum was
variously estimated from £1,000 to £25,000. It
would be time enough for this colony to seek to
take upon itself this additional burthen when
measures within our means, and essential for
the material prosperity of the colony, are
refused by the Mother Country. Those who
were opposed to the immediate adoption of
Responsible Government had been stigmatized
as men who were opposed to change of any
description; this assertion was as stupid as it
was unfounded. On the contrary he, for one,
was actuated by a desire to see the colony keep
moving on, but he wished, nevertheless, that
progress should be aimed at and pursued with
caution, sobriety, and wisdom, and that the
future should be so approached as not to break
with the past. One of the arguments adduced
by the advocates of the proposed change was
the assumption-he could not call it a fact-
that the working classes cannot be induced to
remain in the colony, where they have not that
opportunity of exercising the political privi-
leges accorded to their fellow countrymen else-
where. Now he could not imagine for a moment
that hon. members could seriously entertain
such a notion as this. The Secretary of State,
at all events, would not be hoodwinked by so
flimsy an argument that laborers who were sat-
isfied with their prospects in regard to work
and remuneration would actually leave a col-
ony where representative institutions already
obtained, merely in order to exercise the politi-
cal privileges of a more democratic Consti-
tution. In clause 13 of the resolutions it was
alleged that the colony under the present form
of government could never hope to hold its
own, or compete, with the other Australian col-
onies. How on earth, then, had it already done
so, and done more, comparatively, than hold
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its own during the past five years? He said
comparatively, because he was sorry to think
that this colony would never be able to hold its
own with the sister colonies, at any rate during
the present generation. It was, doubtless, a
valuable dependency, possessed of rich and
varied resources, affording a good opening, and
capable of giving employment to thousands
and thousands of people; still it could never
expect to compete with the more favored col-
onies of the same group. It was not at all cor-
rect to infer that the progress made by those
colonies was attributable to their political in-
stitutions. Nothing of the kind;, they owed their
advancement to their superior natural re-
sources. The inhabitants of those provinces
were by no means so enamored of the form of
Government under which they lived as some
people would lead hon. members to believe. He
had travelled through Victoria, the hotbed of
democratic institutions, and when conversing
with seine of the most reflective colonists with
reference to self-government had been told,
"Look here-, you are a young fellow, and may
have some little influence in your colony; if you
value the future prosperity of Western
Australia, for Cod's sake do all in your power
to prevent the advent of Responsible Govern-
went. If you can but get along fairly under your
present Constitution, you will do best to retain
it." Now, he was not opposed to the principles
of Responsible Government; as Lord
Carnarvon said, it was no doubt the form of
Constitution which this colony must in time
adopt, and no one would more gladly than him-
self hail the advent of that time. Even with our
present limited population, if we had a suf-
ficient number of colonists with the means,
and having the leisure necessary to devote to
the work of legislation, he would not object to
the proposed change, provided he were
convinced that he should not have to pay too
dear for our whistle. Before resuming his seat,
he would remind the House of the result of the
election held that very day in the largest and
most important constituency of the colony.
The question before the electors was Respon-
sible Government, or not. There were two can-
didates, one in favor of the change, and one
opposed to it and, for a second time, the
metropolitan electors returned a representative
pledged to oppose the immediate introduction
of self-government. It was worthy of note that
Perth, the largest and most influential elector-
ate, and Geraldton, by far the richest and most
progressive district in the colony, had most
emphatically declared in favor of retaining the
present form of government, until, at any rate,
weightier reasons were forthcoming than now
existed for the adoption of a more expensive,
cumbrous, and complex Constitution.

After some further remarks the hon. mem-
ber formally moved, as an amendment, the fol-
lowing Resolutions:-

I.-That the members of this Council
have carefully, and respectfully, con-
sidered the Despatch of the Right
Honorable Her Majesty's Secretary of
State for the Colonies, dated No. 64 of
18th November, 1874, and concur in His
Lordship's view that the immediate
adoption by this Colony of a system of
Responsible Government is, not desirable.

2.-They have not failed to observe,
from His Lordship's Despatch, that "some
£14,000 s-year are at present contributed
by the Mother Country towards the ex-
penses of the Colonial Government, in
consideration of the number of convicts
who, having completed their sentences,
are now at large in Western Australia;"
and that in the event of our adopting
"Self-Government" this Colony "must be
prepared, if not at once at least soon, to
undertake" these charges. They further
accept, as entitled to great weight, His
Lordship's testimony as to "the greatly
increased administrative expenditure in-
evitably resulting from the more complex
form of Government" proposed for the
adoption of this Council. To these sources
of extra expenditure which the change to
Responsible Government would involve, a
large amount for retiring allowances has to
be added, making the total expense which
the change would necessarily incur one of
grave importance to the Colony, in the
present state of its revenue.

3.-The reasons expressed by His Lord-
ship. as those upon which his conclusion is
based, have been repeatedly urged
throughout the Colony in the short period
during which the question of a change to
Responsible Government has been fairly
before the country, and have been very
generally recognised as sound by the
thinking portions of the community; es-
pecially the fact referred to by His Lord-
ship, of the limited number of male adults
and the large portion of those belonging to
the convict class.

4.-The population of this Colony is
distributed in isolated groups, from Eucla
on the South coast to the DeGrey River on
the North, a distance by the sea board of
seone 2,800 miles, and the means of com-
munication between the various centres of
population and the seat of Government
are infrequent, expensive, and, in many
instances, irregular, and it is notorious
that, unlike its sister colonies, Western
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Australia possesses but few men or
sufficiently independent means to enable
them to devote their thoughts and per-
sonal attention to Legislative duties-a
fact which has been clearly demonstrated
by the difficulty experienced in obtaining
representatives even under the existing
Constitution.

5.-This difficulty would be increased
under a system of Responsible Govern-
ment, which, in its nature, to ensure its
satisfactory working, necessitates a
greater command of representative men of
ability and of independence. not only in
mind but also in means, than is requisite
under any other form of Government, and
which would place upon the colonists the
whole labor of legislation and executive
administration, instead of the compara-
tively insignificant portion which falls to
their share under the present form.

t.-Under the existing Constitution, the
colonists, being directly represented by
two-thirds of the votes in the Legislative
Council, have full power to prevent all
measures detrimental to the interests of
the Colony from becoming law, and, as far
as the Constitution permits, can introduce
and pass such measures as would tend to
their advancement-subet, of course, to
ratification by the Imperial Government,
which the history of the past leads this
Council to believe would never he withheld
towards such as were conceived in wisdom
and intelligently represented.

7.-This Council does not lose sight of
the fact that it has no power to deal with
the extensive and valuable land of the Col-
ony, nor to introduce money bills; but it
confidently believes that the Imperial
Government, seeing how beneficial it must
ever be to this Colony that reproductive
public works, as they become necessary,
shall be provided, will charge Her Maj-
esty's Representative in this Colony to in-
itiate money bills, from time to time, to
provide for all works of such a nature
within the means of the Colony, and will
readily accede to such loans as may be
necessary for the purpose. Further, this
Council conceives that the Imperial
Government, at the desire of the majority
of the representatives of the people.
supported by sound reasons, would adopt
their wishes with reference to the disposal
of the land of the Colony, in relation not
only to its letting and sale, but also to its
alienation upon such terms as might ap-
pear advisable, in consideration of the
construction of PubIc Works.

8.-In the opinion of this Council it will
be time enough for Western Australia to
seek to take upon herself the large burthen
which Responsible Government must of
necessity impose, when measures within
her means, and requisite for her material
prosperity, are refused by the Mother
Country; and there is notably no subject of
grave import to this Colony upon which
this Council and the Imperial Government
are not at the present Lime in accordl.

9.-In the opinion of this Council the
question of a change to Responsible
Government was not before the electors of
the Colony for a sufficient period prior to
the last elections to enable them to judge
fairly of its merits or demerits. And up to
the present time they have not been in
possession of reliable data from which to
judge with any degree of accuracy the cost
that the change would entail upon the Col-
ony.

10.-The result of elections in this Col-
ony cannot be regarded as a conclusive
test of the feelings of its electors upon
political questions. It is notorious that in
the majority of instances representatives
have been returned chiefly on account of
their personal popularity, or because of
the difficulty of procuring others to under-
take the duties, rather than in reference to
their political views.

11.-It is worthy of note that a large
proportion of those members who now
support the proposed change but a very
short time since declared their disapproval
of it, and were then cordially returned as
representatives by the same districts as
have now returned them with their altered
niews.

12.-Should Responsible Government
be immediately introduced, it is obvious
that the scarcity of men of means to
occupy the position of representatives
would render the payment of members a
step likely to be taken at no distant date;
and this consideration should not be lost
sight of, representing, as it does, a
probable prospective burthen upon the
revenues of the Colony.

Mr. RANDELL, in seconding the amend-
ment, thought that in doing so he might
reasonably ask the forbearance of the House
while he endeavored to the best of his ability to
deal with the subject in hand. A week pre-
viously he had not the remotest idea that he
should be standing there as the representative
of any constituency. When the vacancy, caused
by the lamented death of the late Mr. Birch,
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occurred, he had almost fully made up his
mind that no inducement should tempt him to
put himself forward as a candidate for the
honor of representing the city; but he had been
so convinced by friends whom he esteemed,
and whose opinions he valued, that, in con-
sideration of the principles which he held on
the constitutional question at issue, it was his
duty to seek the suffrages of his fellow citizens,
that he ultimately consented to do so.-with
what result his presence in the House that
evening testified. With regard to the subject
under consideration of the Council he was free
to confess, at starting, that he was decidedly
opposed, not to Responsible Government, but
to its immediate introduction into a colony
situated as this colony is, with a sporadic popu-
lation numbering in all only 20,000 souls. Of
that number, not more than 9,000 at the ut-
most could be said to be adults, and the maxi -
mum number of electors did not exceed 2,000.
Not only was the population limited, but it was
scattered over a vast extent of country, very
unlike the sister colonies, where the inhabi-
tants are congregated together in a compact
mass, and where, consequently, even with a
limited population, they are able to carry out
with greater advantage to themselves a system
of self-government than we are, in our widely
scattered community. This was a view of the
question which he had very carefully con-
sidered in his own mind, but not with the view
of advocating it in that House; therefore any
remarks that might fall from him must be es-
sentially desultory. He had been struck since
he had taken his seat in the House with an
impression that very little light had been
thrown on the subject by the hon. members
who had stood up to support the resolutions
first submitted for their consideration. He had
certainly expected to hear from the hon. mem-
ber for Wellington some very cogent reasons
for adopting the change which he wished to
bring about. He had carefully listened to all
that had fallen from the hon. gentleman, but
had not heard anything that might be con-
sidered a powerful or convincing argument in
favor of the immediate adoption of Respon-
sible Government. He had heard certain
statements made by the hon. member, but he
had certainly heard no arguments. These terms
he would likewise take the liberty of applying
to what had subsequently fallen from the hon.
member for Greenough, who had referred to
the disdain with which other colonies looked
down upon Western Australia in consequence
of our lacking their free institutions. He had
heard fromn persons in whom he could place
every confidence that many people in the
neighboring colonies, although, like himself,
they believed in free institutions, maintained

that those colonies had not progressed and
prospered, as they had done, in consequence of
those institutions, hut rather in spite of them,
and that their great success is due to their
superior natural resources. He had been
informed, and he believed it was a fact, that
Tasmania had been seeking to be annexed to
Victoria. That did not seem as if Tasmania, at
any rate, was satisfied with Responsible
Government. The hon. member for Greenough,
had alleged as a serious argument in favor of
constitutional government that one of the
reasons why working men did not settle down
in this colony was, because we lacked those
amusements which are to be found in more
advanced colonies where free institutions
obtained. He did not think the reason given,
or, rather, the statement made-for he could
hardly call it reasoning or argument-was
valid, and he thought he would have to look
farther than that to account for the exodus of
our best class of working men. Years ago, they
had been told that this was one of the results to
be expected from the colony becoming a penal
settlement, and this ought to have been
thought of when that step was first taken. He
would like to give another reason why, in his
opinion, the laboring classes were not inclined
to settle down in this country. It was one which
somewhat militated against the colony, where
they all wished to spend the remainder of their
days, in which many of them had succeeded
well in life, and of which they therefore ought
to speak in terms of praise. But he believed
that the reason why many of our most useful
laborers, and mechanics, and others, left the
colony was, because they could not find around
our towns and centres of population arable
land which as small capitalists they could culti-
vate to their advantage, and upon which they
could build their own cottage. The noble iord
whose despatch had given rise to the present
debate had pointed out-andl the statement
was not to be contradicted-that the tracts of
productive land, throughout the greater part of
the colony, are, as at present known, so limited
and scattered that there was little reason for
expecting that it would, at all events at an early
date, be continuously occupied by such a popu-
lation as had in the other Australian colonies
furnished sufficient materials for parliamen-
tary government. Earth hunger was one of the
natural instincts of all Britons. He believed
that almost every emigrant who left the
Mother Country comtemplated acquiring,
some day or other, a piece of land which he
could call his own in the colony which he fixed
upon as his adopted home. Now, when the emi-
grant came here, he found that he could not do
this in this colony,-not in consequence of any
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fault in our land laws1 which had been de-
scribed by some hon. members as being quite
as liberal, if not more so, than the land regu-
lations of any or the other colonies, but simply
because the emigrant and would-he settler,
with limited means, finds himself unable to
obtain suitable locations near our towns, our
centres of population, or a market. Would Re-
sponsible Government remedy this state of
things? Would a brand-new Constitution im-
prove the quality of our soil, or increase the
area of land available for settlement? Would a
system of ministerial responsibility cause a
blade of prass to grow where it did not grow
before? He feared not. It had been said that, if
we had Responsible Government, we should be
able to borrow largely and to spend money in
the construction of a railroad, but, before doing
that, he thought that the House and the
country would first have to agree upon what
route the money should be spent. They had
already borrowed money to be expended upon
a railroad which might not prove reproductive
for many years to come, perhaps never. Money
was also about to be expended on telegraph
extension to Eucla, and though no one in that
House regretted that expenditure, still every-
one must be aware that it would not be a repro-
ductive work, at all events at an early date, nor
yet pay the interest on the money expended in
its construction, although no doubt it would
otherwise advance the interests of the colony.
If, however, it were determined to borrow more
money, he was not aware that there was any
likelihood of the Home Government putting
any obstacle in the way, if the matter were
fairly placed before it, and the work upon
which it was proposed to expend the money
was of such a nature, by reason of its import-
ance, necessity, and utility, as would entitle it
to approbation. He felt sure that Lord
Carnarvon's despatch would have its fill
weight upon every hon. member of that House;
while, at the same time, he also felt how un-
pleasant and even difficult it must be for hon.
gentlemen who had adopted certain views and
pledged themselves to support those views, to
renunciate them without at the same time
stultifying themselves. But he recollected. that
when hon. members committed themselves to
support those views, many of them had been
returned by constituencies opposed to the in-
troduction of Responsible Government, and
when the question was introduced and a Bill
brought forward to establish that Constitution,
hon. members, instead of taking upon them-
selves to introduce a Bill and to define the
nature of the Constitution they thought most
suitable for the requirements of the colony,
committed themselves to the tender mercies of
the Government, who prepared a Bill exceed-
ingly distasteful to some hon. members and

i which resulted in the dissolution of the House.
i In the fifth clause of the series of resolutions

proposed by the hon. member for Wellington it
was stated that the question of Responsible
Government had emanated from the colonists
alone, and not from the Governor or the mem-
bers of the Executive. He took exception to
this statement, for the question undoubtedly,
in the first instance, emanated from that
House, and in very few cases did the general
public endorse the action taken by the Council.
Although it was true enough that Governor
Weld had never urged the question upon the
people of this colony, stiLl,-and notwithstand-
ing that 12 months previously His Excellency,
for various reasons, did not consider the colony
fit for Responsible Government-he lost no
time in introducing a Bill to establish that
system showing what his feelings and incli-
nations were in the matter and he (Mr.
Randall) had understood- though it was not
publicly expressed in so many words-that it
was the desire of Governor Weld and of his
Executive that Responsible Government
should he at once introduced. One of the argu-
ments employed by the hon. member for
Wellington in favor of the introduction of Re-
sponsile Government at that time was that it
should be initiated by an administrator so
thoroughly conversant with its working as Mr.
Weld was known to be; but the removal of His
Excellency to another sphere of action had cut
away that argument from under their feet.
They now had a Governor of whose opinions or
proclivities they knew nothing as yet; and he
thought it highly desirable, before entering
upon a system of ministerial responsibility,
they should first see whether with our present
Governor the existing form of Government
might not possibly result in greater advantage
and give greater satisfaction to the members of
that honorable House. What would be the re-
sult of the adoption of Responsible Govern-
ment? In the first place, who would form the
first Ministry under such a system? No doubt
our present Colonial Secretary would be Prime
Minister, probably the present Attorney Gen-
eral would remain in office, and the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands would retain his
portfolio. If these gentlemen, as no doubt they
would, constituted the Ministry, to whom
should the House look for the formation of the
Opposition? This was a question hon. mem-
bers should look fairly in the face. If we
adopted Responsible Government we would
have to look out for others to fill offices in the
Ministry should those gentlemen be turned
out. He was not going to say that we had no
men fit to occupy such positions, but certainly
we had none possessing the experience which
the officials he had alluded to had gained; and,
in the absence of a well-organised and powerful
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Opposition these gentlemen would be more
masters of the situation than they were at
present, and without the same responsibility.
It might be said, there were means of turning
them out by a vote of no confidence, and an
appeal to the country, which in all probability
would result in the very same men being
returned and the same Ministry being formed.
What effect would this have upon their minds?
Simply that they would feel they had the whole
power in their own hands, and that they might
exercise it in a more despotic manner than
they were accused of doing-he did not say
that they did-at the present time. The House
had not yet been informed what would be the
increased administrative expenditure under a
system of self-government. He had heard it
roundly asserted that, from the initiation of
the system until it got into full working order,
the cost to the country would be £50,000. He
did not believe it could be so much as that, but
he did believe that many expenses that were
not thought of now would be incurred, and that
increased taxation would be necessitated. He
did not think the colony could bear the burden
of additional taxation. It was true that during
the past 12 months or two years the country
had enjoyed remarkable prosperity, and that
last year the sum total of our imports and ex-
ports was £120,000 in excess of any previous
year in the history of the colony. This showed
at any rate that the colony was prospering
under our existing form of government, and
was certainly no argument in favor of a change.
He did not mean to say that our present Con-
stitution was a model one, or that it was all
that we could desire, still there could be no
doubt that the colony had prospered
wonderfully since its inauguration five years
ago, and he could not conceive that under Re-
sponsible Government it could have prospered
at a greater rate. These were his sentiments,
and he believed they were the sentiments of
three-fourths, if not more, of the electors of
Perth. He based that belief, in some measure,
on his return as their representative that day.
He therefore felt that in the remarks that had
fallen from him he was expressing the
sentiments of his constituents, the majority of
whom were opposed to the change contem-
plated in the resolutions of the hon. member
for Wellington, which he earnestly hoped the
House would carefully consider, and pause be-
fore adopting.

Sir Thomas COCKBURN-CAMPBELL
said:-I rise to support the resolutions
proposed by the hen, member for Wellington.
No one of us who in the last Legislative Coun-
cil voted in favor of the introduction of Re-
sponsible Government can, in this present
Council, when we are considering the despatch

of the Secretary of State on the subject, and
the resolutions to which that despatch have
given rise, afford to be silent, and to show in
any way that indifference to the question at
issue, which, if it really existed, would be the
best ground on which Lord Carnarvon might
base the opinion which he has given us here;
and more than that, we arm specially
challenged-we who have been elected to this
Council especially with reference to this ques-
tion-to make known the views of the country
as far as our constituencies are concerned; and
this I am ready and willing to do. I cannot
conceive any better argument in favor of Re-
sponsible Government than this despatch
which has been placed before us, Such a mis-
conception of the origin of this movement,
such inaccuracy and vagueness in figures, such
an utter misunderstanding of the condition of
the colony and of the relations between the
different classes in the colony, ought to con-
vince the most prejudiced that government
from Downing Street under our circumstances
is a mistake, instead of an advantage a disad-
vantage; while the evident impression that in
this matter we have acted in haste and without
due consideration or even knowledge of what
we were about, must force us to show in plain
and unnmistakeable language that such was not
the case, that we whose interests are bound up
with the welfare and progress of the colony
have not token this step without deliberate and
careful consideration, and conviction that it
was for the best, It would be maligning any
honorable member of this House to suppose
for a moment that he voted for the resolution
proposed by the hon. member for Greenough
last year without having fully made up his
mind that he was doing what was right and for
the best. It would be maligning the country
which has re-elected such a large majority of
these members to suppose that it did so with-
out agreeing with them in the view which they
took. And this leads me to state what the feel-
ing in my district is on the question. I was one
of those who first voted for Responsible
Government without referring to my
constituents; and after my return, upon the
dissolution, I publicly informed them of my
reasons for having done so, and announced my
intention of seeking election again, taking Re-
sponsible Government as my platform. Shortly
after this a number of the most influential
amongst them voluntarily came forward to ask
me to stand again-and this being quite a work
of supererogation on their part I considered a
proof that they wished to support the move-
ment; and again immediately before the elec-
tion, at a public meeting at which almost every
voter of Albany was present and many rep-
resentative men from the bush, when I
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announced that should I be re-elected I would
go in heart and soul for Responsible Govern-
ment, not only was not a single voice raised in
antagonism to Responsible Government hut a
unanimous vote of confidence was passed; and,
so late as Saturday last, having telegraphed to
my constituents to inform them of the nature
of Lord Carnarvon's despatch, and that the
hon. member for Wellington would move a set
of counter- resolutions, within half-an-hour I
received a reply urging me to support thosa
resolutions, to do which I certainly required no
urging. These facts clearly show the feeling of
the Plantagenet district on this question. Not
that there are not some few opponents, but of
them I may say that they are either persons
who have been known to express the view that
it would be better to go back and become a
mere Crown colony, or, on the other hand, per-
sons who to use the words of Governor Weld in
the last speech he made in Western
Australia-"Content to stand still themselves,
object to see others go on." And, while
mentioning Governor Weld's name, I would
say that I think it is only right that we should
protest against whet is evidently implied in the
first paragraphs of this despatch that
Governor Weld either pushed on or
inaugurated this movement in favor of Re-
sponsible Government. This is, as we all know,
as unjust to Governor Weld as it is
uncomplimentary to ourselves and the colony,
and wide of the mark as a matter of fact. I
never heard that Governor Weld at any time
publicly advocated Responsible Government,
and I know that he never did so in private.
Although I had frequent opportunities of
talking with him on this question, till the
Council had decided it I never was able to find
out what Governor Weld's view really was.
This movement is the natural and foreseen re-
stit of what five years ago was sanctioned by
that Imperial Government, which now seems
frightened at the result of its work-the intro-
duction of representative institutions. This
present Constitution has done its work: it has
taught us much which may he of use for the
future, but one thing it has taught us, to fully
appreciate its own shortcomings and defaults,
so much so that I fear many amongst us will no
longer care to devote their valuable time upon
.work which is so unsatisfactory; and I would
ask whether we shall be better prepared at that
future time, perhaps not very far distant, con-
templated in the last paragraph of this de-
spatch, to enter upon Responsible Government
under circumstances perhaps of increased dif-
ficulty, and when the best men amongst us
may have retired-than now, when, as Mr.
Steere's resolutions put it, the work of
governing the country is comparatively simple,

and there are men amongst us, notwithstand-
ing the assertion of the hon. member for
Geraldton, ready and willing to come forward
and take a lead. However, this last paragraph
seems clearly to show what the meaning of this
despatch really is. It appears to mean we must
have Responsible Government if you insist
upon it, but remember, if anything unfortunate
happens in the future, it won't be our faults; we
have warned and shall be able to say-what is
so very aggravating to those to whom it is
said-"We told you so." But on one point it
may be that they do really feel some alarm,-
the point worked out in the fourth paragraph
of the despatch-a point 1 was surprised to
find the heon. member for Wellington did not
allude to, and was most surprised to find the
hon. member for Geraldton did not make use
of-the relative proportions of what are com-
monly called the bond and free classes amongst
us., -It is a point which I am very sure Lord
Carnarvon will not forget. Where the noble
lord had the misfortune to pick up his figures 1
am sure I cannot say, but they show a most
surprising ignorance of those facts connected
with the colony which one would think the
Downing Street authorities ought to have at
their fingers' ends. I have taken the trouble to
ask for and obtain figures, which will show the
utter fallacy of Lord Carnarvon's argument. He
says, in the fourth paragraph, that there are
Only, he believes, 8,000 adult males in the col-
ony, and that of these about 6,000 belong to
the bond class. Now, so far beck as 1870, ac-
cording to the census returns, there were
10,761 adult males and of these 6,801 returned
as free. The number of expirees was 2,214:
making a total of 4,000. The census also
showed that the number of adult males had
increased since the previous census, 10 years
before, at the rate of 71 par cent., and allowing
the same rawe of increase for the five years
since 1870, during which no convicts have been
introduced, there would now be in the colony
14,000 adult males, of whom nearly 10,000
would be free. But, having such a good case, let
us make every allowance; let us allow for those
amongst the expirees and conditional pardon
holders who may have been accidentally
returned as free. Let us allow on this score
1,000; that would increase the number of per-
sons belonging to the bond class in 1870 to
5,000. Since then we must allow say at the rate
of four per cent., for deaths and departures
amongst them, and for this we should have to
strike off 1,000, making the number of persons
ol the bond class in the colony at the present
time at 4,000. Of this 4,000, 1,340 are in the
hands of the convict department as prisoners,
ticket-of-leave holders, &c.. leaving 2,660 quasi
free persons who have originally been convicts.
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No persons of this class can ever, even now, or
under the future Constitution which we con-
template, obtain a seat in Parliament, and only
an infinitesimal proportion of them have votes
and the good qualities that those amongst
them must possess who have raised themselves
to this position in spite of the hindrances
which we know exist are a sufficient guarantee
that from them nothing much need be feared. I
think those figures will clearly show the fallacy
of Lord Carnarvon's main arguments; instead
of two-thirds of the adult males in the colony
belonging to the bond class, not one-third does.
It is useless for me now to dilate upon the ad-
vantages of Responsible Government; as the
hon. member for Ceraldton said, we have all
made up our minds. If the hon. newly-elected
member for Perth, who says he has heard no
arguments, had been able to read these
resolutions he would have seen first-rate ones,
and the best possible answer to the resolutions
prepared as an amendment. We who voted be-
fore (or the introduction of Responsible
Government will do so still, and are prepared
firmly and resolutely to support our opiniomn,
while, at the same time, expressing in the spirit
and words of Mr. Steere's last resolution, our
devotion to Her Majesty the Queen, and to
those free institutions of our Imperial Mother
Country to which we do venture to aspire.
(Cheers.)

Mr. BICKLEY said no doubt Lord
Carnarvon viewed many phases of the question
from a very different point of view from what
we did, but he did not think the noble lord had
sufficient basis for one-half the statements
made in the despatch under consideration. He
need not stop to refute the insinuation that
Governor Weld urged the adoption of Respon-
sible Government upon the people of this col-
ony. It was a well-known fact that, though his
proclivities were in favor of that system in a
progressive measure, His Excellency took no
steps towards its introduction until he was
urged to do so by the representatives of the
people. It was stated in the despatch, and sur-
prise was expressed, that 12 months prior to
His Excellency recommending Her Majesty to
approve a Bill to establish a system of minis-
terial responsibility, His Excellency had
informed Lord Carnarvon's predecessor that,
for various reasons, he did not consider the
colony fit for Responsible Government That
wast not at all unlikely. Twelve months in the
history of a young colony is as eventful as an
age in an old-established country. Colonies ad-
vanced by leaps and bounds, and measures
suitable for their requirements today might 12
months hence be utterly unadapted to their
wants. This colony had progressed at a re-
markable rate during the past year or two, and

it certainly was better prepared now to take
upon itself the responsibility of self-govern-
ment than it had ever been at any previous
stage of its history.

Mr. BURT said it was evident that Lord
Carnarvon's despatch was intended to delay
the advent of Responsible Government, and he
thought it was also intended to frighten hon.
members. But the only hon. member upon
whom it seemed to have produced that effect
was the hon. member for Geraldton, who
appeared to be alarmed at anything that
tended to show that we were in a fit position to
govern our own affairs without reference to
Downing Street. The noble lord's despatch was
misconceived from beginning to end, and the
House owed a debt of gratitude to the hon.
baronet who had taken the trouble of proving,
by force of figures, which, like facts, were
stubborn things, how fallacious were the
premises from which the noble lord had
deducted some of his conclusions, and
especially with regard to the relative'
proportion of the bond and free classes of the
community, with reference to which a
lamentable amount of ignorance appeared to
prevail in Downing Street. Yet there were
those amongst us who preferred government
by Downing Street to government by those
who, by local experience, were thoroughly
conversant with the circumstances and
requirements of the colony. One of the
arguments used by those who were opposed to
the adoption of Responsible Government was
that we had not men available to carry out a
system of party government, forgetting that;
under that system, the existing property
qualification of members, and which shut out a
large number of able men from taking part in
the work of legislation, would be abolished,
thus throwing open a much wider field for
selection than at present. (Hear, hear.)
Although the Secretary of State had thought
fit to interpose some delay in the way of our
obtaining Responsible Government, his
lordship knew very well that we intended
having it, and that we would have it. The
noble lord said as much in the concluding
paragraph of his despatch, where he said he
felt it his duty, though not a grateful one to his
lordship personally, to withhold any hasty
consent, and to interpose at least such prudent
delay as would secure a full and dispassionate
consideration of a decision which was fraught
with such important consequences to the
colony. It appenred to him (Mr. Burt) that the
course open for hon. members to pursue was a
very clear one. Having already affirmed the
principle of the desirability and expediency of
adopting Responsible Government, it now only
remained for the House to reiterate its views of
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the question, by adopting the resolutions
submitted by the hon. member for Wellington;
and thus to show the Home Government that
we really intend having what we ask for. If the
people of this colony consider themselves able
to manage their own affairs, what possible
objection could be urged by others against their
doing so? Allusion had been made to delay and
inconvenience resulting, in the case of public
works under our existing form of government,
which rendered an application to Downing
Street necessary before any steps could be
taken to carry out any public undertaking of
magnitude or importance. He had heard it
said-whether true or not he could not
say-that the proposal submitted by Messrs.
Seimena Brothers, and unanimously affirmed
by the Legislative Council of this colony,
relating to cable telegraphy, had been
negatived by the Crown. Now, he had
supported the motion for the extension of our
line to Eucle, in a great measure, because there
was a prospect our having a cable to connect us
direct with Europe; and, no doubt, that
consideration had induced other hon. members
to do same. Now, it appeared the Downing
Street authorities had decided that we were
not to have a cable, on the very fair terms
offened by the Messrs. Siemens. Another fact
not generally known was that Governor Weld
had the greatest difficulty in the world in
convincing the Imperial Government that it
was desirable and expedient that this colony
should be connected by telegraph with the
sister colony and the outside world, and His
Excellency only obtained the sanction of
Downing Street for the construction of the
telegraph line to Eucla-to, use a Common
expression-by the skin of his teeth. The same
again with regard to the Geraldton and
Northampton railway, for which His
Excellency fought tooth-and-nail with
Downing Street. This sort of thing had been
worked to death and we could not remain as we
are much longer. (Hear hear.) A great deal had
been said with regard to the increased expense
attendant upon a system of self-government,
and one hon. member had mentioned C50,000.
That, of course, was mere exaggeration; the
extra cost would not be £50,000 nor yet £5,000.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.P.
Barlee): Hear, hear.

Mr. BROWN: Question.
Mr. BURT Maid that just as an example of

what might be saved to the colony were it pos-
sessed of Responsible Government, he might
allude to the fact that we were now paying
because we were hampered with Crown Agents,
at least £3 per ton more for the freight of rail-
way iron from England than we need do had we

the entire management of our own affairs.
Here, of itself, was a considerable item that
might have been saved the colony were it in the
enjoyment of the privileges of Responsible
Government. The same again with regard to
immigration; the colony was hampered with
the action of people who called themselves
Emigration Commissioners. If hon. members
would but consider the question dispassion-
ately and refrain from under-rating their abili-
ties and the resources of the colony, they would
see that a system of self-government was not
only desirable and expedient, but a necessity.
The resolutions of the hon. member for
Wellington would have his cordial support.
(Cheers.)

Mr. PADBURY would also support the
resolutions, being quite satisfied that we could
no longer remain as we are. We must either
push forward and accept the responsibilities of
self-government, or go back to the old nominee
system, which, of course, was not to be thought
of. In voting for Responsible Government he
did so believing in the end it would not only
cost but very little more than the existing
system, but prove an actual saving to the col-
ony. The representatives of the people would
then have some little control over the expendi-
ture of public money, and those who spent it
would be amenable and responsible to that
House. That the colony had prospered
wonderfully during the past five years, there
was no doubt, but that prosperity was not at-
tributable to the form of government under
which we live, but rather to the development of
our resources and successful harvests. Our rev-
enue had been materially augmented by the
increase of ad valorem duties; but though our
income was now greater than ever, the
Treasury chest was not so ful as it was five
years ago. We had then £225,000 in the public
chest, and were out of debt. Now, the chest was
empty, and we were £,35,000 in debt, to say
nothing of the Geraldton Railway Loan. Here
was £60,000 gone, and all we had to show for it
was a jetty at Fremantle and a telegraph line to
Champion Bay. So that the present form of
government had not been so very beneficial as
some of' its advocates would have us believe.
He firmly believed that what the colony could
save under Responsible Government would be
more that commensurate with the increased
administrative expenditure which Lord
Carna-von said would inevitably result from
the more complex form of gover nment.

Mr. MARMION joined issue with the hon,
member for Wellington as to the power pos-
sessed by the elected members of passing any
legislative measure calculated, in their opinion,
to prove beneficial to the interests of the col-
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ony. The very question then under consider-
ation proved that such was not the case. By an
almost unanimous vote of that House, a
resolution affirming the desirability and ex-
pediency of introducing Responsible Govern-
ment had been adopted, a Bill to that effect
had been submitted to tbe House, its principles
were affirmed, and it had passed its second
reading-, and now the Secretary of State
withheld his assent, and endeavored to dis-
suade them from taking a step which was gen-
erally considered to be essential to the ad-
vancement of the colony. Relatively speaking,
the other Australian colonies when they
adopted self-government were not in a more
prosperous condition than this colony is in at
the present time. The hon. member for Perth
had said that one of the reasons why the
laboring classes would not settle down here was
the difficulty of obtaining arable land in the
neighborhood of our town, which no doubt was
true. But it was equally true of the other
Australian colonies, whewe emigrants desirous
of cultivating land have to go hundreds of
miles into the interior to do so. This, however,
they are enabled to do by means of railways,
which, like other progressive measures, are the
result of the introduction of Responsible
Government, our neighbors under that system
having the power to mortgage the capital of
their country-land-for the purpose of
affording facility of communication to the
colonists. This colony had abundance of good
land within comparatively easy distance of the
centres of population, and all that was required
to create settlement was that facility of
communication and the easy and cheap means
of transport which railways alone could
provide, and which we could never hope of
obtaining until we assumed the administration
of our own affairs under a system of self-
government. (Hear, hear.)

Mr STEERE said the hon. member for
Geraldton had challenged the House to point
out a single measure of importance to the
country which, having been adopted by that
House, had been vetoed by the Home Govern-
ment. He could not conceive anything being of
greater importance to the colony than its land
regulations. The Legislative Council had not
very long ago devoted much time and patient
labor to the modification and liberalising of
our land laws, and those were in a great
measure marred by the action of the Secretary
of State. Among other resolutions adopted by
the Council was one recommending that certain
areas should be set aside for agricultural pur-
poses, and, in order to induce settlement, that
the price of land in those areas should be
reduced. That resolution was adopted by a
large majority of the members of that Council,
but when sent home for the approval of the

Secretary of State was vetoed. As another
instance of the obstructiveness of Downing
Street, he might point out to the first proposal
of the House to raise a loan for public works.
The proposal, though adopted by a large ma-
jority, was, vetoed by Downing Street. It now
appeared that the Secretary of State had also
been throwing obstacles in the way of the con-
traction of a loan for the Geraldton and
Northampton Railway, although that House
had unanimously adopted a resolution in favor
of the undertaking, and the Bill had been
supported by all the power Governor Weld
could bring to bear. The Secretary of State had
merely assented to it because the Council had
been entirely unanimous in the matter had
there been a single dissentient voice raised
against it, although the work was one of para-
mount importance and necessity, Downing
Street would have vetoed it. He hoped he had
now convinced the hon. member for GeraLdton
that the opinions of that council had very little
weight upon the Secretary of State for the Col-
onies. It did appear to him somewhat singular
that the hon, member, who appeared to be the
most strenuous opponent of self-government,
should be the elected representative of a dis-
trict which, a few years ago, clamored for sep-
aration, in the belief that self-government
would be more advantageous to the district
than metropolitan government. The hon.
member had twitted certain hon. gentlemen for

*changing their opinions on the question under
consideration; he (Mr. Steen) thought the
constituency which the hon. member now

*represented had rendered itself liable to a
charge of glaring political inconsistency. The
hon. member had also stated that he looked
upon the result of the election held that day in
Perth as a significant expression of the opinion
of the metropolitan constituency with refer-
ence to the question of Responsible Govern-
ment, and yet the hon. member in the tenth of
his counter-resolutions contended that the re-
sult of elections in this colony cannot be
regarded as a conclusive test of the feelings of
its electors upon political questions. (Cbeers.)
With reference to the number of those electors,
and their relative proportion to the non-elec-
tore, it was a somewhat singular coincidence
that they bore exactly the same proportion as
in England and Wales. The population of this
colony was roundly stated to be 27,000 souls, of
which 2,000 were electors; the population of
England and Wales was, in round numbers,
26,000,000 and the number of electors were
roughly estimated at 2,000,000. Western
Australia, therefore, lost nothing by compari-
son with the Mother Country in the relative
proportion of its "free and independent" with
the less favored section of the community.
(Cheers.)
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F. P.
Barlee) mid he did not rise to offer any
remarks upon the question before the Council.
The members of the Government in the House
had, in his opinion, very properly refrained
from taking part in the debate. The question
under consideration was one entirely for the
elected representatives of the people to deal
with, without any intervention or influence be-
ing brought to bear by the Government, who
had refrained from doing so. He and those who
set with him on what was called the Govern-
ment bench, would, however, vote in favor of
the resoution submitted for the affirmation of
the House by the hon. member for Wellington,
inasmuch as his colleagues and he wished to be
consistent in their actions, and because they
believed now, as they had believed when they
supported the principles of the Constitution
Bill when before the House, that the contem-
plated constitutional change was a movement
in the right direction, and one that would tend
to the benefit and advantage of the colony; and
because they further conceived, and conceived
truly, that a large majority of the electors of
the colony were entirely in accord with them in
this view.

Having congratulated the House on the
moderate tone of the debate and the ability
with which it had been conducted, the hon.
gentleman resumed his seaL

Amendment put, upon which a division was
called for, the result being as follows:-

Ayes ..................... S
Noes....................... 15

Majority against........12

Ayes.
Mr. Randell
Mr. E. Hamarsisy
Mr. Brown (Tell/).

Noes.
The Hon. F. P. Bari".
The Hon. M. Frasar
The Hon. H. H. Hocking
Mr. S. Hanuenley
Mr. Conther
Mr. Padhur
Mr. Gala
Mr. Pears
Mr. Marmion
Mr. Monger
Mr. fiur
Mr. Bickkey
Mr. Glyda
Sir Thomaes Cockburn-

Camopbel
Mr. Stere (Te.l1r).

Amendment thus negatived.

Question, that the Resolution proposed by
Mr. Steere be adopted, put, upon which a div-
ision was called for, the result being as foi-
Iow:-

Ayes....................... 15
Noes....................... 3

Majority for.............. 12

Ayes. eThe Hon. F.P. Earl..e Mr. Htandei
The Hon. M. Fraser Mr- E. )bmerute
The Hon. H. H. Hocking Mr. Brow (Tell.
Mr. Bickley
Mr. Burt
Si rni Corkburn-
Campbell

Mr. Pears.
Mr. Marmion
Mr. MogeMr. Padh'y
Mr. S. HsEsley
Mr. Crwther
Mr. Gale
Mr. Ste (re/len.

Resolution thus passed.

PHILADELPHIA EXHIBITION.
Mr. STEERE moved that this Council is of

opinion that it is not desirable to expend any
public money on the Philadelphia Exhibition,
as it conceives that the cost would be more
than commensurate with the advantages to be
derived.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE FOR COOLIE IMMI-
GRATION.

The ATT'ORNEY GENERAL (HoD. 14. H.
Hocking) moved that Mr. Burt and Mr.
Niarmion, in conjunction with Mr. Glyde, be ap-
poneda the Committee for Coolie

Question put and passed.
The Council adjourned at 11.45 p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Thzesdaly, 26th January, 1875.

Prorogatin..

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 12 noon.
PRAYERS.

PROROGATION.
His EXCELLENCY arrived at the Council

Chamber at three minutes past 12 noon, ac-
companied by his staff, consisting of the Hon.
the Commandant (Major Harvest), Mr. ..
Grant Elliott, A.D.C., and Mr. Henry, Private
Secretary; and having entered the Council
Chamber and desired the members, who had
risen on his entrance, to be seated, maid:-

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,-

In relieving you from further attendance in
Council, I desire to express to you the pleasure
which it affords me to inaugurate my personal
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